SEPTEMBER 8, 2011 VILLAGE BOARD MEETING
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Kurt Wheeler, Trustee Amy Mann, Trustee Peggy Van Arnam, Trustee Dave Porter, Trustee Tim Mahoney
ALSO PRESENT: Mike Hayes, Charles Macaulay, Barb Henderson, Darlene & Bruce Pulkinen, Richard Golden, Susie Lucas, Hannah Strack, Bob Ridler, Pierce Smith, James Haley, John Rooney 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

<<<<<<<<

The Village Board approved the minutes from the August 1, 2011 Public Hearing to consider a local law to amend Section 71-11 of the Code of the Village of Cazenovia , the minutes from the August 1, 2011Village Board meeting and the minutes from the August 17, 2011 Village Board meeting.
<<<<<<<<<
Mayor Wheeler reported the Cazenovia Public Library has granted the Village an easement passing the eastern side of the library that will able the Village to construct a walkway connecting the Albany Street sidewalk to the parking area behind the library.  This will help make the parking area much more accessible.  This should be constructed in the next couple of weeks depending upon the weather.

Trustee Tim Mahoney reported he will be working with the library regarding lighting.  The hope is to be able to use the parking area more efficiently.  Lines will be painted so there will be dedicated parking spaces.

Trustee Peggy Van Arnam reported the parking committee is meeting regularly to put into place some of the things that they have in mind.  Trustee Van Arnam added the parking committee would like to come up with some ideas and hold a parking summit in late fall before any major changes are made such as pay stations. The parking committee is doing an assessment of the square footage in the two block historic downtown area. The information is not yet complete, but the information the committee has to date includes 75,000 square feet of retail space, 30,000 square feet of restaurant space with 11 restaurants in one block and 89 apartments which includes the Lincklaen House’s 23 rooms.  This is clearly a very congested area so the committee has to think very carefully about what is important in the way of parking.  The committee is also checking to see if there is any excess parking in private lots that could be rented out to people who regularly work downtown.

Mayor Wheeler added that parking is an investment and the Village will be taking some measures in the next months to improve the parking whether it be obtaining lots or adding pay stations.  There have been many parking studies done over the years and they all end with the same conclusion.

Jack Rooney, the chairman of the Economic Development Advisory Committee added his committee is studying the major question of what can the Economic Development Advisory Committee do to support the local businesses.  If the local businesses are successful, their message to others outside the community will be appropriate as a business incentive and interest that they would come.  This committee is going to try to develop a marketing approach to successfully get the total community behind a parking initiative.   
<<<<<<<<<
Trustee Peggy Van Arnam reported the Town of Cazenovia has an advisory committee that meets the first Monday of the month regarding the issue of hydrofracking.  These meetings are open to the public and information is also available on the Town’s phone line by pushing selection #7 on the menu. Their last meeting was August 16th at which time three people were invited to give their reports. Reports were given by Scott Ingmier of Madison County Planning, Tim Hunt who is the Town of Cazenovia’s Highway Superintendent and John Langey who is the attorney for the Town of Cazenovia. Trustee Van Arnam added that you can’t drill in public water supplies or within 2,000 feet of them as well as any public provider of water such as a restaurant or school so drilling in the Village is unlikely.  It is also very unlikely as the Village doesn’t have the space for the kind of set up that is required for drilling.  Trustee Van Arnam also reported that there is currently no drilling in the Town of Cazenovia so if the Town wants to prohibit drilling they can try and see what happens, but they can’t do that once drilling starts.  There was an article in the September 8th paper saying that the DEC will propose regulations in early October followed by a comment period ending December 12th.  There will be four public hearings in November.  Trustee Van Arnam suggested others who are interested should attend the monthly meetings to learn more.  
Trustee Tim Mahoney commented that some people feel hydrofracking isn’t harmful but it is as the fluids that are used for the hydrfracking gets into the water source and then contaminates the water source.  This has just happened recently in Pennsylvania as well as southern New York State. There is a company that is an environmental clean- up company in this area who is setting up a branch down in the southern state specifically for hydrofracking.  This company wouldn’t be going if there weren’t issues to clean up.  

<<<<<<<<<

Mayor Wheeler reported the Village had received an application for annexation of the Stowell property which is just outside the Village limits on Route 20 past McDonald’s.  There will be a joint meeting with the Cazenovia Town board at the Municipal Building on September 22nd at 8:00 p.m. The Village board will address some other Town/Village joint issues at that time to include shared services, potential other annexations such as the brewery and collaboration of the courts.

 Mayor Wheeler reported the buyers and developers of this property are Nice N Easy which will include a one stall car wash.  This type of business is the type of business that the Comprehensive Plan calls for in this area (Village Edge North).
Jack Rooney reported that the Economic Development Advisory Committee believes the historical character of Cazenovia is what brings new businesses to Cazenovia and hopes that the various boards (Planning and Historic Preservation/Architectural Advisory Committee) keep that in mind from the very start of the application process. 
<<<<<<<<<
Mayor Wheeler spoke of the advantages of obtaining a commercial appraisal for 118 Albany St. as this property is the key to access from Riverside Drive to Route 20 which is essential for the Riverside Drive development.  The Village has obtained quotes of fees from Wicker Appraisal Associates Inc. for each of the Albany St. properties that border Riverside Drive but the Mayor recommends seeking the appraisal for only #118 at this time.
Motion made by Mayor Kurt Wheeler and seconded by Trustee Peggy Van Arnam to pass the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION #25 - BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Cazenovia through its governing body the Board of Trustees, hereby authorizes the Mayor to execute a proposal with Wicker Appraisal Associates Inc. for the purpose of an appraisal of the property located at118 Albany Street. 

By vote of the Board – Mayor Kurt Wheeler – aye, Trustee Amy Mann – aye, Trustee Peggy Van Arnam – aye, Trustee Tim Mahoney – aye, Trustee Dave Porter – aye.
Five in favor.  Approved.
<<<<<<<<<

Mayor Wheeler updated the Board regarding the repair of the Clark St. Bridge. Mayor Wheeler reported in 1991 all bridges with over a 20 foot span were taken over by the county.  Clark St. Bridge was reduced to one lane in 2010 and closed in the spring of 2011.  Ongoing dialogue with the county since that time has revealed that funding from the county will not be available for at least five years and likely ten years.  Negative impact on public safety, other infrastructure and commerce make this timeline untenable.  After numerous meetings with the county highway department and facility committee, the outcome has been that there is no pathway for a short-term fix other than the village taking back the bridge. Requests for external funding to help with the needed replacement have been made to all state and federal representatives.  The estimated replacement cost including engineers is about $180,000.00.  The county will vote on a resolution authorizing return of the Clark St. Bridge to the Village of Cazenovia on September 13th.  Mayor Wheeler added that by the time of the Village’s joint meeting with the Town of Cazenovia which is scheduled for September 22nd we should have more information on the potential for external aid.  It may also be possible to assess the Town Board’s willingness to share the cost with the village at that time if no external aid is forthcoming.   Supervisor Monforte and some members of the town council have expressed a willingness to explore this option since the bridge is a community-wide asset to access the elementary school despite being located in the Village. Mayor Wheeler added that the purpose of having the Clark Street Bridge as an agenda item was to raise awareness about the situation..  The village board will discuss this topic again on September 22nd and potentially vote on whether to approve the county’s resolution.
Trustee Tim Mahoney reported that he had reached out to TDK Engineering along with Delta Engineers which is a local group from Camillus and that both companies have experience designing what is needed in regards to repairing the bridge. In this case, the bridge deck has lived its life meaning it has to be removed and something will need to be put back in its place.  Trustee Mahoney added that he doubted this project would be completed this fall due to the timing as it would take ten to twelve weeks after the bridge was ordered to receive it. Both TDK and Delta have looked at the bridge and given some preliminary thoughts.
The engineering costs from start to overseeing the construction of the bridge will be close to $30,000.00.  If the village is able to receive funds to help with the bridge, we may be able to add a pedestrian walkway. 
Richard Golden a resident of 9 Clark St. since 1978 pointed out that the factory on Burton St. has been using the Clark St. Bridge since 1979 with 44,000 pound trucks.  At the time the factory opened on Burton St. the neighbors asked not to have this factory in the school district because of the heavy trucks and safety concerns. Mr. Golden added that the reason the bridge is in such bad shape is because the factory beat the bridge up.  Mr. Golden would like to advocate not spending village money on the bridge and not let the county off the hook.  Mr. Golden added the county won’t pay the village back. Mr. Golden would like to demand the county separate this bridge from all the other bridges in Madison County because of the negative impact on public safety and because of the school zone.
Darlene Pulkinen added that it would be nice if with the funding a pedestrian walkway could be added as this is a very busy street at certain times of the day.
Mr. Golden suggested the village not move forward with this project as by doing so it may hinder the opportunity for reimbursement for the bridge work.

Mayor Wheeler reassured everyone that this topic would be reviewed at the September 22nd meeting when the village board will have more information from both the county and the state and federal representatives.
<<<<<<<<<
Trustee Van Arnam reported the RFP for Riverside Drive had gone out in July and was also put on the website.  The proposals are due on October 28th.  The RFP did not mention specifics except for the road to Route 20.  On August 11th a developer’s conference was held and there were fourteen people in attendance representing nine different companies.  Also present were David Bottar from the CNY Regional Planning Board and Kipp Hicks from Madison County IDA to lend their support to this project and to endorse it. One company has already come back for more details.   Trustee Van Arnam is hopeful that there will be many proposals to choose from.  Trustee Van Arnam also wanted to thank David Vredenburgh for doing a new survey of the property and Bill Carr for painting the lines.  
Trustee Mahoney reported that he also attended this meeting and he wanted to thank Trustee Van Arnam for an outstanding job representing the Village Board.  Trustee Van Arnam did a great job introducing this project and is very well spoken. 

<<<<<<<<<
The Board approved the request from the Cazenovia Children’s House to hang a 24” x 48” banner on Lakeland fence from September 11th through September 21st to advertise the Taste of Cazenovia event.

<<<<<<<<<

The Board approved the request from the Limestone Creek Hunt to conduct a parade on September 11th leaving Lorenzo and returning to Lorenzo.  Limestone Creek pays for the police service.  This year the amount is $200.00.
<<<<<<<<<
Mayor Wheeler reported the 911 Observance will be held Sunday beginning at 7:00 p.m. with first responders and at 7:30p.m. Cazenovia Forum is having a nationally known journalist to speak at the Presbyterian Meeting House.
<<<<<<<<

The Board approved the request made by the Center State Youth Hockey Association to display a sign on Lakeland fence from September 24, 2011 to October 1, 2011, to publicize their Try Hockey for Free event to be held on Saturday, October 1, 2011.

<<<<<<<<<

Trustee Mahoney reported the Emory Ave. street project had been completed in time for the beginning of school.  Trustee Mahoney reported there was a special meeting held on August 17th to work through an agreement for the Village to be able to take over some of the Town’s park to make the road wider.  The road was originally built with a width of 28 feet. After looking at the project it was determined that 28 feet was not wide enough for three lanes as it was to be designed for. The Town’s cooperation in allowing the village to add a three foot by 150 foot strip in one area was instrumental to the successful completion of the project. The Village also removed about 1200 square feet of old paving from elsewhere in the green and restored it with topsoil and grass.
<<<<<<<<<

Trustee Mahoney reported the Evergreen Cemetery sign has been removed and is being repaired and restored.
<<<<<<<<<<

Trustee Van Arnam reported the Storm Water Harvesting Project is on track or even a little bit ahead of schedule thanks to Tim Carpenter who is the project engineer. They are hoping to start the outside work this fall.  
Motion made by Trustee Van Arnam and seconded by Mayor Wheeler to pass the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION #26 - BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Cazenovia through its governing body the Board of Trustees, hereby authorizes the approval of bids for the inside plumbing work for the Storm Water Sewer Harvesting Project be approved by Trustee Peggy Van Arnam, Trustee Dave Porter, Project Engineer Tim Carpenter, Public Works Administrator Bill Carr and Attorney for the Village, Jim Stokes. 
By vote of the Board – Mayor Kurt Wheeler – aye, Trustee Amy Mann – aye, Trustee Peggy Van Arnam – aye, Trustee Tim Mahoney – aye, Trustee Dave Porter – aye.
Five in favor.  Approved.
<<<<<<<<<

Trustee Peggy Van Arnam reported the water usage for the month of August was 8,399,000 gallons which is up some from last month.

<<<<<<<<<

Trustee Van Arnam reported the Village has bought a used sewer jetter, a machine that will be used to clean the sewer lines which means the Village will not have to contract that work out as it now can be done by the Public Works Department.  Trustee Van Arnam added that the Village is very lucky to have a Public Works Department that can do so many different things and save the Village so much money. 
<<<<<<<<<

Trustee Van Arnam reported there were 78 tickets issued in August; 51 tickets paid;   $1035.00 in fines deposited and there were no donations in August.  Also collected was $90.00 for New York surcharge that will go to the state.  One vehicle was booted while two people were added to the boot list. Trustee Van Arnam reported the totals for 2010.  In 2010, 1606 tickets were written, $23,400 was received in fines, and $ 1545.00 in New York State Surcharges were collected.  There was $404.44 in donations from those that used the free parking fine passes.
Trustee Van Arnam added we need to check the parking signage and need to repaint some of the lines for parking spots.

<<<<<<<<<

 Trustee Van Arnam reported the Court meets on the first and third Wednesday of each month in the Board Room.  There were 75 court cases in July which is up 50% from last year yielding $4710.00 for the Village and $3285.00 to the State.  Trustee Van Arnam added the Court is trying to keep up to date. 

<<<<<<<<<
Trustee Amy Mann reported she had been approached by the Cazenovia Rowing Club on the availability of Carpenter’s Barn for their training again this winter. Trustee Mann has given the group a tentative okay.

<<<<<<<<<

Trustee Mann reported the Village is going to plant some trees on Emory Ave. this fall. Trustee Mann will review the plans to see the tree locations.  If the selection of trees isn’t up to par the plantings will be moved to the spring.

<<<<<<<<<

Trustee Mann along with Trustee Mahoney praised the work Mark Stinson has done for the Village.  They added that the trees have never looked better.

<<<<<<<<<

Trustee Mann reported it was time to schedule a joint meeting between the Village Board and the Cazenovia Police Department and the date selected is Saturday, September 24th at 8:30 a.m.
<<<<<<<<

Chief Mike Hayes reported he had attended a two day grant workshop and learned there were many grant opportunities available especially if the Police and Fire Departments joined together.  
<<<<<<<<

Trustee Dave Porter reported that five pieces of the skateboard park equipment are now being used by the Village of Earlville.  We have a signed agreement stating they will keep the equipment for a year and maintain it.  The Village of Earlville is very appreciative.
<<<<<<<<

Trustee Porter reported the CACDA Barn & Fork event was a success and Carpenter’s Barn looked fantastic which had people thinking of other uses for this facility.

<<<<<<<<

Trustee Porter reported that he had met with Charlie Sovik regarding the health insurance for the Village.  Trustee Porter would like the Board to consider meeting with Mr. Sovik as it looks as the increase for next year may be 11%.  One idea might be a cap being placed on what the Village contributes for the health insurance.  Trustee Porter will check with Mr. Sovik about scheduling a meeting.

<<<<<<<<

Trustee Porter reported the annual fire contracts have been calculated with a 5% increase and will be mailed out in October.

<<<<<<<< 
Trustee Porter reported the new fire tanker truck is to be delivered on September 17th if the truck passes the final inspection which is to take place on September 15th.
<<<<<<<<<<

Trustee Porter reported that at Cazenovia College Quad Day the college students who are members of the Cazenovia Fire Department who volunteer their services had a booth set up and were drawing quite a bit of attention from the other students hoping to draw new volunteers..

<<<<<<<<<<

Lake Watershed Council met on August 2nd to review a 1989 sewer study that was completed by Stearns & Wheler to determine if sewage leakage is occurring.  Also, Cazenovia Lake association, Inc. has recently sent out their newsletter that stated that Allied Biological, Inc. had completed their survey in June and the results do indicate that some milfoil is coming back in some areas. 
<<<<<<<<<<

Mayor Wheeler thanked our DPW crew for all they do.  They are a very skilled group of employees that can do almost anything and everything.  Trustee Mahoney added how instrumental that group played in the reconstruction of Emory Ave and how they kept everything on track and on schedule.  The Village is very fortunate.

<<<<<<<<

Barbara Henderson thanked the Board for the help cleaning and the use of Carpenter’s Barn for their event.  Ms. Henderson also thanked Police Chief Mike Hayes for the extra help of patrolling the area and Bill Carr for all of his assistance.
<<<<<<<<<

Chief Mike Hayes reported that Tom Kubiniec, a Cazenovia resident and owner of SecureIt Tactical, Inc. will pay for the police department’s second taser and donate it to the Cazenovia PBA who intern will donate it to the Village.
<<<<<<<<<

Motion made by Mayor Wheeler and seconded by Trustee Mann to approve the Village bills for the month (see attached list).  

Vote taken.  All aye.  Approved.
<<<<<<<<<

Motion made by Trustee Van Arnam and seconded by Trustee Mann to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 p.m.  All aye.  Approved.  Meeting adjourned at 9:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Katherine A. Burns
Village Clerk
